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Are opinion papers really useful? 

Vazken ANDRÉASSIAN 



Opinion papers 

In lieu of introduction 

 We all remember wonderful opinion papers 

that transformed our vision of hydrology 

 

 

 

 And we tend to forget all the pretentious 

opinion papers that we did not even finish 

reading…  



Opinion papers 

The force of one’s opinions (Münchhausenian perspective) 

 



Opinion papers 

My opinion about opinion’s paper 

 An opinion paper must be even more readable 

than a normal paper 

 

 An opinion paper must be short: a long OP is a 

treaty… not a paper 

 

 An opinion paper must not be ‘smooth’: weak 

consensuses do not move the science forward 

 

 An opinion paper should not be written in 

haste, it needs a maturation time. 



Opinion papers 

My opinion about opinion’s paper 

 Opinion papers are like salt… we need a little 

bit of them, but not too much 

 

 Overall, we need more facts than opinions… 

 

 We should perhaps add opinions 
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