
Reviewing - burden or the most important community 
service? 



 The publication system: necessary balance between giving and 
taking 
 

 Why do we need reviews? 
 

 When to accept and when to decline a review? 
 

 How well do you have to know the topic to review a paper? 
 

 What can be learned from reviewing?  What is the benefit of 
reviewing a paper? 
 
 



 What can be learned from reviewing? What is the benefit of 
reviewing a paper? 
 

 How much time is needed? 
 

 What to put into the review - the reviewer is not writing the paper? 
 

 What makes up a good review - the editors perspective: avoid zero 
cited papers; what are major and minor points? 
 

 How to structure a good review (for yourself, the authors and the 
editor?) 
 


